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In 2021, Guram and Mariam decided to create the first Georgian graphic novel
about internally displaced people. The protagonist of the mini-series is Mariam
herself and her story - a child who had to be raised as a refugee. The comic
series tells the story of one of the most tragic episodes in the recent history of
Georgia from the perspective of a child and thus brings a human dimension to
the history that has remained as dry figures and statistics for the world around.
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WHAT DO YOU NEED TO GET YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS
DONE?

Mariam Akubardia: The most important thing for me is peace, to
fully immerse myself in work. Noise, disorder, and chaos in any form
prevent me from working creatively.

Guram Sakvarelidze: Inspiration and seeing the final work as some-
thing significant to others plays a big role in my creative process. In
the absence of these two factors, it is hard for me to find any motiva-
tions. Although, there have been cases when | created something in
the middle of working without any inspiration or planning.
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WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO CONVEY WITH YOUR WORK? ARE YOU SATIS-
FIED WITH IT?

Mariam Akubardia: With my work, | would like to express visually my memo-
ries. In the meantime, | get more pleasure from the process itself than the result.
But | always stay critical toward the way it looks so that | can reach the result of
my liking.

Guram Sakvarelidze: To me, the most important thing in art is to connect dif-
ferent people with it. | want distant people to get closer to each other even for
a minute and see themselves in each other. This way, | want the invisible barrier
which holds them in hopeless loneliness to dissipate.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN ARTIST?

Mariam Akubardia: To me, to be an artist means nothing special, really. Every
profession is equally essential. The influential thing is for a human to be honest in
their choice and love what they do.

Guram Sakvarulidze: Every human is a creator of some sort, at least to their
personality. Some have more motivation to share their work with others and
choose different ways for it.
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WHAT IS AN ARTIST ABLE TO DO THAT OTHERS CAN’T?

Mariam Akubardia: Art has the possibility to show us things that are visible oth-
erwise and are beyond reality. Art can make us think about things that are often
not noticed.

Guram Sakvarelidze: Only through art it is possible to talk about the things that
are beyond rational. Deconstructing conventional truths and giving them new
meanings. All of these helps create strong bonds between humans.
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WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR ART FROM YOUR VIEW-
ERS?

Mariam Akubardia: To me, it is important that viewers understand what | want to
say and connects themselves with my art.
Guram Sakvarelidze: | would like to hear what they really think about my work
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HOW DID YOU DISCOVER THE METHOD OF YOUR EXPRESSION THAT YOU
ARE USING, AND WHAT DOES YOUR WORK DESCRIBE?

Mariam Akubardia: The method which | am using currently | discovered by
denying everything they taught me at Tbilisi Academy of fine arts. Only after this,
| started looking for my visual and conceptual way of expression.

Guram Sakvarelidze: I've always been enthralled by writing, poems as well

as short stories and essays. | also love to make videos, which in some cases
includes storyboarding. This is how | ended up with comic books — a way of
storytelling that involves the synthesis of texts and photos. | am very lucky that
Mariam is a painter and can turn my ramblings on paper into paintings.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK, HOW DOES ART WORK IN A WORLD OF THE LAWS
CREATED BY HUMANS?

Mariam Akubardia: Some might think that art is beyond laws and that it is free
from its confines, but if we dive deep into it, we’ll see that at the very endpoint,
art still remains under these laws. For instance, the most precious law created by
humans is humanism, and art in a way serves this law.

Guram Sakvarulidze: | think all humans desire to express themselves, for they
don’t want to exist in this lonely and endless chaos of absurdity. Considering
this, a tool for a control created in accordance with the laws of the universe and
humans, it can also be a mere desire to express one’s self or to intentionally
deconstruct the existing views and “truths”.
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WHAT DRIVES YOUR INNER ARTIST TO CREATE?
Mariam Akubardia: All the information around makes me restless until | don’t

turn it into something.
Guram Sakvarelidze: In my case, it is the desire to create something new.



